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Minutes of the 2014 Annual Meeting
Trinity Lutheran Church
Minutes of the 2014 Annual Meeting of Trinity Lutheran Church, January 25, 2015
President Curt Krause called the meeting to order in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit at 10:20 AM.
Motion by Terry Hansen, second by Tim Raimann, to approve the agenda. Motion carried.
Pastor Paul shared his report.
Curt Krause asked all to read and review the reports as printed. There were no additions or corrections.
Audit report was given. Mary Berg has done a great job for our church. All is in good order.
Treasurer’s report was given. Vice President Dale Bayerkohler stated that the people of Trinity sharing their
resources with Trinity were excellent this year, as we were almost $10,000 in debt at last year’s annual meeting. We are now almost $9,000 in the black at the time of this meeting. Thank you to all for making this possible. Motion by Troy Buendorf, second by Tim Raimann, to accept the treasurer’s report. Motion carried.
Nominating Committee reported that Carol Raimann, Vanessa Ziemke, Jenny Thompson, and Kathy Meyer
were willing to serve on council. Motion by Bob Wenzel, second by Scott Eads, to accept the candidates.
Motion carried.
Endowment report was given with clarifications by Terry Hansen. Motion by Adryn Peterson, second by Carol Battenfeld, to accept the report. Motion carried.
WELCA report was given with clarifications by Avis Rugroden. There will no longer be monthly meetings of
WELCA. Although both Circles I and II have cleared out their checking accounts, they will continue to provide cakes for funerals. All money is now handled by one treasurer, Pam Goehring.
There was no old business to discuss.
New business: A discussion was held regarding the re-carpeting of the sanctuary as the aisle carpet is in pretty
bad shape. There were several suggestions on what could be done, with agreement that it needed to be done
soon, as the carpet is about 40 years old. Volunteers for a committee to look into this project are Curt Krause,
Carol Battenfeld, Candace Eads, and Barb Finseth. Motion by Terry Hansen, second by Adryn Peterson, to
carry out this project in 2015 with the Church Council making the funding decision, and with the input of the
committee on what to do. Motion carried.
2015 proposed budget was presented and discussed. Motion by Vince Peterson, second by Tim Raimann, to
accept as presented. Motion carried.
Motion by Terry Hansen, second by Bob Wenzel, to adjourn. Motion carried. Closed with the Lord’s Prayer
by all present.
Respectfully submitted, Barb Finseth, council member
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PASTOR’S REPORT 2015
“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers
for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the
one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” Philippians 1:3
-6.
I am thankful for the staff and church members here at Trinity. Thanks to our church council who give
so much of their time and efforts. Thanks to Mary Berg who is our treasurer. Thanks to Rhonda who blesses us
with her gift of music. Thank you to David who keeps our building clean. Your dedication, grace and wisdom
are a blessing to Trinity.
We are blessed with talent, commitment, and faithfulness. Lots of it gets expressed outside of our
church building, as well it should! Thank you for those faithfully involved in ministries in the community.
We said goodbye this summer to Julie Light who served us well as our church secretary for 10 years.
She gave beyond the limits of her job description and we are grateful for that. We have been blessed to have
Connie Enestvedt come back as our church secretary.
We serve together. So thank you for your support of the ministries and staff. Please continue to keep all
those who serve in your prayers.
One of the highlights of the year for me has been continuing education. This year I attended:
• Leading Through Coaching: Appreciating Each Person and their Contribution. April 20-21. A retreat
for Small Church Leaders at the Mount Olivet Retreat Center, Farmington, Minnesota.
• Speaking the Word Freely, May 5-7, at Luther Seminary, St Paul, MN.
• New Visions for the Long Pastorate, July 13-15, at Luther Seminary, St Paul, MN.
I was inspired by powerful preachers, teachers and worship services. It was also great to visit with
some old friends. Thank you for your support for my continuing education.
“We are journeying people. From the time we enter into the world until the moment we take our final
breath we make our way as life develops before us. So it is with faith. It is a lifelong journey. Along the way
we meet others, and at these crossing points we meet the living God This is from the book, ~ Crossings: God’s
Journey With Us” that I use in the confirmation class.
What a joy it is to think about the journey we took this past year together as we encountered our living
God in new and unexpected places. We encountered the living God:
~as the council took care of our church building and finances
~as we determined how God calls us to serve Trinity Lutheran Church
~when we distributed prayer shawls
~through our phone calls, emails, texts, and visits with neighbors and friends
~through the words of the children during the children message
~when we shared our joys and concerns with those in our church family
~in the singing of Silent Night by candlelight
~through faithfully hearing and responding to the call for donations of our time, talents and treasures
~in the connecting of faith in Confirmation classes
~in the laughter of more than 30 children during Day Camp
~when Sunday School teachers shared their gift of time and resourcefulness
I have been humbled and blessed by the courage, strength and grace of our congregation. May God
lead and guide us, Christ walk with us, and the Spirit hold us as we continue our journey in 2016.
Pastor Paul Andree
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PASTORAL ACTS 2015
BAPTISMS
Kyla Eustice
Khloe Johnson
Hendrik Routh
Margaret Fladager
Nadia Anderson
Lola Young

May 3, 2015
June 21, 2015
October 4, 2015
October 24, 2015
October 25, 2015
November 22, 2015

CONFIRMATIONS
Devin Buendorf
Jacob Schuller

April 12, 2015
April 12, 2015

FUNERALS
Avis Anderson
Alice Liane
Carol Reese
Bonita Ackman
Sylvia Dodge
Inez Ribbe
Eleanor Schember

February 3, 2015
February 23, 2015
March 4, 2015
July 30, 2015
August 25, 2015
October 19, 2015

TRANSFERS
Laura Wenzel
MEMBERSHIP
Baptized
Confirmed

2015
523
402

2014
523
406

2013
507
389

2012
510
392

2011
509
386

2010
504
386

CHURCH COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2015
2015 has been an eventful year at Trinity Lutheran Church; we’ve accomplished much with many members involved.
I thank each member for their time, talents and financial contributions. Our church community is enhanced when it’s membership is involved.
The council and Pastor and Rhonda are to be commended for all that they do to make this congregation
the caring and committed family that it is. With the New Year, let’s all commit ourselves to be a welcoming
church; for new families and for the disenfranchised.
Curt Krause, Council President
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WORSHIP AND EVANGELISM COMMITTEE REPORT 2015
The Worship and Evangelism Committee would like to express our gratitude to all those who participate in fulfilling the responsibilities of providing the quality of each and every service as we worship the Lord
our Savior.
Worship—We continue to encourage people, young and older to be involved in the services, sharing
their musical talents. sever young singers and musicians are volunteering to be part of our worship services,
which the congregation thoroughly enjoys. Several outside groups were part of our worship services and concerts, including the Benson Family Singers in October, Just Friends for the Thanksgiving Sunday service to
begin the Advent Season, and Gavin Berg with his Christmas Concert the first part of December. Each of these
concerts were enjoyed by members and non-members. Having the Sunday School Christmas Program during
the Sunday worship service in D3ecember was a big hit. There were enthusiastic comments from those who
watched as well as the children and adults who participated in this “no fuss” program.
To make it easier to follow and read the service liturgy most of the entire service is now printed in the
weekly bulletin. we continue to offer large print bulletins for each service. for the kids, the activity bags continue to be available at the back of the church and are being used regularly. the written ushers list of duties
seems to be helping give direction and consistency to new, as well as veteran ushers. a thanks to all who give
their time, and also to those who step when extra help is needed.
Our purpose and mission is always to welcome guests, new members and families to worship with us.
we thank the Lord as we pride ourselves in the beauty and comfort of our sanctuary, along with the inspiration
that the message, music and visual can and dos provide for a spiritually uplifting experience to everyone who
attends our services. Our vision continues to be this: “a community of loving disciples, growing in spiritual
maturity, following Jesus by actively sharing in God’s mission to transform the world” Learn, Serve and
Share.
Evangelism—As our mission states: “We seek to be an instrument of the Holy Spirit by sharing God’s
love and grace, guiding people to God, and developing fully devoted followers of Jesus.”
The Multi-church pictorial directory was received this spring. We are grateful for the updates on personal information to keep in contact with our members.
The new website for Trinity, as well as the Facebook page, and on-line giving opportunities, continue
to keep members updated with church information and activities. We continue to encourage members to contact pastor Paul with suggested additions.
Through all of these tools we hope to continue to accomplish our vision and mission and to be the quality community of disciples that we are. Welcome, Equip and Serve.
Respectfully submitted,
Curt Krause, Barb Finseth and Kathy Meyer
PROPERTY AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 2015
As a committee we appreciate all of you who make our church a success. The main project that was
completed in 2015 was the carpeting of our sanctuary. Many small maintenance items were done during the
year. Looking toward 2016 we are in the process of looking at the roofing project on the entryway/office area. This will be a big project that will take considerable time and money. We as a committee look forward to
the challenge that it presents us and with the congregations help know it will be a success. Thanks
again everyone for your help in keeping our church looking great.
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Respectfully submitted,
Adryn Peterson

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 2015
The church council members would like to thank everyone who supported Trinity this past year with
their gifts of time, talent and financial contributions. It takes all of us working together to make Trinity Lutheran
Church an asset to our community.
The needs of Trinity continue to exist and increase as we work to maintain our beautiful church building
and reach our community with the Gospel of Christ. Another convenient way to support our church’s ministries
is through online donations at givemn.org.
Thank you to the council and church members who help count offerings on Sundays.
Please contact our church secretary, Connie Enestvedt, or trinluth@hickorytech.net if you need more envelopes. Please call Mary Berg, financial secretary if you have questions about your contributions.
May God bless you and Trinity Church in 2016.
Carol Raimann and Jenny Thompson

EDUCATION AND YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT 2015
Sunday School is held every Sunday except the first Sunday of the month, so the children can get the
blessing at communion with their families. The children leave church after the sermon and have Sunday School
for about a half hour; parents are taking turns teaching. FISH (Fun In Serving Him) is on Wednesday’s after
school from 3:30 to 4:30 for the 3-6 graders with Pastor Paul and volunteers. New material was added to the program. The Christmas program was presented December 13 during Worship. It allowed the congregation to interact and received very positive reviews. After the program, Sunday School students and parents hosted brunch
provided by The Red Leaf Café. The children also participated in the Christmas Eve worship service. Vacation
Bible School was replaced this year with Day Camp, June 21-25, which was a huge success with a total of 33
youth in attendance. Good Earth Village came to the church and lead the program. 2 youth were confirmed on
April 12th.
Respectfully submitted,
Becca Solberg & Vanessa Ziemke
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ENDOWMENT FUND REPORT 2015
The Endowment Fund Money Market account opening balance was $ 5,956.52. There were two withdrawals totaling $
4,450.38 for carpet in the sanctuary and continuing education. There were also contributions totaling $ 1,428.00 With
interest deposits, we have a total of $2,936.12 in the Money Market account.
The Thrivent Endowment Investment Fund had a good 2015. The beginning balance was $2294,938.46. The
market fluctuations enabled the Fund to grow by $ 13,724.97 which resulted in a year ending balance of $ 308,663.43
The current Endowment Fund total is $311,599.55.
Respectfully submitted, Dawn Halgren
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St. Olaf Cemetery Board 2015
The following is the statement of funds we utilized for operating St. Olaf Cemetery in 2015.

.

16

AVENUE OF FLAGS REPORT 2015
Balance on hand January 1, 2015 ................................................. $1,037.77
Receipts:
Interest at bank ..................................................... $ .56
Memorials ...................................................... $ 100.00
Receipts ............................................................................................ $263.55
Expenses:
Total expenses ...................................................................................... $0.00
Balance on hand December 31, 2015 .......................................... $ 1,138.33
Respectfully submitted, LeAnn Buendorf and Troy Buendorf
F.I.S.H. 2015
Fun In Serving Him
F.I.S.H. for grades 3-6 meets after school on Wednesdays during the school year.
Balance on hand January 1, 2015 ................................................... $ 862.88
Receipts ........................................................................................... $ 569.65
Recyclables ...................................................... $ 52.65
Sunday School ................................................. $517.00
Christmas Program Brunch ..........................................
Expenses ......................................................................................... $ 591.55
Food ............................................................... $ 530.36
Crafts ................................................................ $ 61.19
Balance on hand December 31, 2015 ........................... $ 840.98
Trinity Kids 2015
Balance on hand January 1, 2015 ................................................. $ 749.03
Receipts ............................................................................................ $263.55
Care packages ........................................... $263.55
Expenses .......................................................................................... $196.38
Care packages postage .............................. $151.80
Food, snacks ............................................... $ 21.38
CD .............................................................. $ 23.20
Balance on hand December 31, 2015……………………………...$ 816.20
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WELCA Treasurer’s Report for 2015
Balance brought forward January 1, 2015 ................................................. $7,036.09
Receipts:
Serving Funerals (6) ........................................................ $ 850.00
Meatball Dinner ................................................................ $ 4,606.00
Christmas Bazaar .............................................................. $ 2,098.20
Total Receipts: .................................................................. $ 7,554.20
Disbursements:
LWR ..................................................................................... $100.00
Wagner Foods ....................................................................... $ 41.93
LeAnn Buendorf ................................................................... $111.54
Brooke Lundberg .................................................................. $ 55.00
LeAnn Buendorf ................................................................... $ 81.26
LeAnn Buendorf ................................................................... $501.72
...........................................................................................................
NRHEG Star Eagle ............................................................... $ 67.50
Excel Paper Co. .................................................................... $107.20
Bank-A-Count ...................................................................... $ 11.96
Jule Johnson.......................................................................... $ 50.00
NRHEG Star Eagle ............................................................... $ 40.50
Peace & Power .................................................................... $200.00
CADA House........................................................................ $200.00
Milo Weckwerth ................................................................... $200.00
Amy & Joe Hansen ............................................................... $200.00
Trinity Altar Guild ................................................................ $300.00
TLC Quilters ........................................................................ $300.00
LeAnn Buendorf ................................................................... $114.49
Peggy Borchard .................................................................... $ 35.00
Tom Steidler ......................................................................... $ 0.00
Material to recover pews .......................................... up to $3,000.00

Shipping Quilts Donation
Meatball Dinner
Curtains for fellowship hall
5 Church gathering entertainment
5 Church gathering food
Meatball Dinner $431.74 2 roasters
for kitchen $69.98
Meatball Dinner Ad
Placemats
Checks
NRCC Birthday Party Entertainment
Christmas Bazaar Ad
Connor Medical
Arianna Medical
Bazaar Expenses
Reimbursed Expenses
Tuned piano free of charge

Total Disbursements .......................................................... $5,718.10
Balance on hand 12-31-14 ........................................................................ $ 8,872.17
Pam Goehring, WELCA Treasurer
2016 Leaders
Chairman # 1—Theresa Reese
Chairman # 2—Arlys Edwards
Treasurer—Pam Goehring
Altar Guild—Diane Matthies
Serving Chairpersons—LeAnn Buendorf and Margaret Anderson
Dining Room Chairpersons—Dawn Halgren
Clean-up Chairpersons—Gordon and Donna Hanson
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Altar Guild 2015
The Altar Guild would like to thank everyone who shared flowers, plants, and memorials in memory or
in honor of loved a one.
Two stoles were made by Diane Matthies for our confirmands. They were also given a boutonniere and
flowers on the altar.
We had six baptisms this last year and gave a baptism towel to each. They were made by Tammy Prohl.
Respectfully,
Diane Matthies, Chairperson
Balance on hand January 1, 2015 ................................................. $1,365.17
Receipts:
Trinity Women .................................................................... $ 300.00
Aryls Edwards ......................................................................... $ 5.00
Total receipts ....................................................................... $ 305.00
Memorials:
Nora Peterson (from Shirley Tappe) ..................................... $ 25.00
Disbursements:
Hy-Vee Liquor ...................................................................... $ 59.96
Hy-Vee Floral ....................................................................... $ 62.00
Cup of Faith ........................................................................ $ 160.00
CM Almy ............................................................................. $156.00
Total disbursements ............................................................ $ 439.86
Balance on hand January 1, 2015 ................................................ $ 1,256.31
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AREA FOOD SHELF OF NEW RICHLAND
ANNUAL REPORT 2015
The Board of Directors would like to say THANK YOU to all our donors, contributors, volunteers
and supporters. Without your enthusiasm and support, NRAFS would not be able to sustain the work it
has set out to perform.
During 2015 the Area Food Shelf of New Richland continued to meet our Mission Statement – TO
SERVE THOSE WHO NEED FOOD ASSISTANCE – and much more. The Board members and volunteers work diligently to make sure the shelves are well stocked and that the finances are stable to be
able to serve our neighbors and friends who struggle with food insecurity. We believe that no one in the
community should have to go hungry.
2015 Statistics (vs. 2014)
People served: 3915—a decrease of 342 people (- 9.2%)
Pounds given: 73,924—a decrease of 6349 pounds (- 9.2%)
NRHEG Back Pack Program for calendar year 2015—2936 students - a decrease of 221 students (9.3%)
Pounds of food given in the back packs—5537 pounds - a decrease of 535 pounds (- 9.1%)
The Santa Anonymous program provided gifts for 64 children covering 24 families.
NRAFS is striving to assist individuals who have run out of options for maintaining utilities or housing. The Benevolence Fund was established for assisting in these needs when other sources are not
available. The Benevolence Fund, funded by donations, (including the By the Grace of God Fund) –
assisted many families this past year keeping them in housing, having water, staying warm, gas for transportation, and other emergencies that caused families great hardships.
There were changes in the makeup of the Board of Directors, we said hello to Dot Gonitzke representing LeSueur River Lutheran Church, Gary Korogi and Judy Thompson representing St. Peter Lutheran Church and Loren Skelton representing the general public. On the other hand we said good bye to
Norm and Sharon Eckart, Judy Thompson, Tina Zimmerman and Pauline Van Nurden. Thank you to all
our Board members past and present and to all our volunteers who keep us going!
Thank you to all the churches, businesses and contributors for the generous support. NRAFS is in
good financial health thanks to you. By working together we can help our friends and neighbors have
enough to eat.
The big news for 2015 was the donation of a building by the State Bank of New Richland. During
the year plans were developed to renovate the building for NRAFS and the New Richland Area Historical Society. To date we have cleaned out the building, shingled, replaced some windows, installed new
gutters, insulated exterior walls, done structural repair and some exterior painting. This has been possible thanks to your contributions and the contributions of the State Bank of New Richland. We had a very
successful matching grant drive sponsored by the State Bank of New Richland. The community raised
$32,438.39 and the bank donated $20,000.00. THANK YOU to the State Bank of New Richland and to
all who made contributions to the renovation project.
Again – thank you for making NRAFS a reality for our communities. We appreciate everything you do
for us.
21

Listed below are the big grant and fund-raising events for 2015.
Grants and Fundraisers for 2015
MN FoodShare March Campaign $11,010.74
March FoodShare Grant .............................................................$ 851.75
State Bank of New Richland Grant ........................................$20,000.00
Harvest Run for Hunger .........................................................$ 1,450.00
Hunger Solutions Grant ..........................................................$ 4,051.17
Ladies Day Out and Santa Anonymous by NR Liquor ...........$ 807.00
Spaghetti Dinner ......................................................................$ 1,810.87
Zoe's Rainbow Dash ...............................................................$ 6,000.00
Cargill Employee Fund ..........................................................$ 4,082.50
New Richland United Fund Grant .........................................$ 500.00
WFS Grant.............................................................................. $ 2,000.00
By the Grace of God II ........................................................... $10,500.00
New Richland Area Foundation Grant ................................... $ 2,500.00
Edina Realty Foundation Grant .............................................. $ 250.00
Foundation for Essential Needs Grant ................................... $ 2,570.00
Hartland Firefighters Relief Assoc. ........................................ $ 750.00
Land O’Lakes, Inc. Grant ........................................................$ 1,764.00
Benevity/Google Match Employee Fund ................................$ 2,000.00
Groove for Food ......................................................................$ 2,486.00
Waseca County Chapter of Thrivent .......................................$ 872.00
New Richland Area Historical Society ...................................$ 2,500.00
Skaff & Skaff / Skaff Brothers Development .........................$ 4,000.00

Respectfully submitted,
Larry Goehring – President, Board of Directors
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