
 Trinity Lutheran Church, ELCA
God’s Work. Our Hands.

Join us for worship in August
There is always a place for you at Trinity

9:00 A.M., Sundays - Traditional Service

All are welcome to celebrate Holy
Communion served the first and second Sunday of

the month. Children are always welcome in worship.
See you in church,

When I look out my study window, as I write
this, my eyes see an empty street.  If I were to walk
into our worship center today, it would be dark and
empty as I viewed it with my natural eyes. But when I
see it with my spiritual eyes, I see lives being
changed for God’s glory!

From time to time some in our church family
come back from vacation or from visiting relatives
where they attend another church service. I hear
continually our folks remarking that it just wasn’t
Trinity! We have been and continue to be blessed.

Just as I never want us to take for granted
what happens here Sunday after Sunday, I want you
to know that I never take your generosity for granted.
I wanted to write you this note to say thank you for all
that you have given to this ministry. We could not do
what we do without your faithful and sacrificial gifts.
I thank you and your family for your continued
support. You are one reason why Trinity is the great
church it is. For this I am thankful. Let’s continue to
pray that God will be glorified at Trinity.  I look
forward to worshipping with you. 

500th Anniversary of the
Reformation

Martin Luther (1483–1546) started the Reformation
with his 1517 work “The Ninety-Five Theses”.
Luther began by criticizing the selling of
indulgences, insisting that the Pope had no
authority over purgatory and that the Catholic
doctrine of the merits of the saints had no
foundation in the gospel. Trinity Lutheran Church
plans to commemorate the 500th  Anniversary of
the Reformation on October 29, 2017.

For more information go to:  www.elca500.org

10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Cost is $10.00 for ages 10-adult. Children 5 to 9 are
$6.00 and 4 and  under are free. Watch for the
sign-up sheets if you wish to donate supplies,
cash, or designate a particular job you would be
willing to do.

Contact LeAnn Buendorf at 465-8525 or 507-461-
0176 if you have any questions. Tickets will be
available for purchase before and after church
starting August 27. Thank you!

We give thanks and appreciation for Connie’s faith-
ful years of service to our congregation.  Connie has
given her heart and soul to our ministry at Trinity.
Her willingness to reach out and to help others has
been a hallmark of her special gifts. She was always
ready to go the extra mile. Seven years of faithful
service…how do you sum up that time given and

shared? With gratitude on behalf of the entire con-
gregation I say thank you to Connie for a job well
done. Connie has agreed to stay with us until anoth-
er secretary is hired.

Trinity is in need of a church secretary.  This is a
part time position.  Please contact Pastor Paul if you
are interested.



Nonprofit works to build subscription base for area
community solar array.

Trinity is looking into this as a cost saving mea-
sure for the future.

Northcountry Cooperative Foundation (NCF), a
501(c)3 nonprofit based in Minneapolis, known for
its work in development of manufactured housing
cooperatives, is now seeking community solar
subscriptions from residents of Hillcrest
Community Cooperative in Clarks Grove.  NCF is
also meeting with residents, businesses, and
organizations in Fillmore, Waseca, and Freeborn
counties about the planned 1-megawatt
community solar project on a five-acre parcel of
land that a Clarks Grove farmer has agreed to
lease for the purpose.  Subscribers can reduce
their electric bill have access to clean, locally
produced energy.

NCF staff will host a public information meeting
on Wednesday, August 23, from 6 PM to 8 PM at
the New Richland Village Hall to talk to residents
and business owners or managers interested in
learning more about the opportunity and how to
join.

Serving
Thank you to those who delivered Meals On
Wheels for the month of July - John Harrington,
Avis Rugroden, Ken Meyers, and Mike Phinney.

School Kits for Lutheran World Relief
We are very blessed to be able to buy the school
supplies for our kid’s needs.  But. In many areas of
the world, these supplies are more than families
can afford.  This can mean the difference for many
children in getting an education, or not.

We are again collection supplies for School Kits
that will be sent worldwide through Lutheran
World Relief.  Please remember these children as
you shop for your school supplies.  You may also
make cash donations at Trinity.  Our deadline this
year is Sunday, September 6th.  Boxes to put your
supplies in will be in the entry by the church office.

Each kit needs:
● 70 sheet notebooks, wide or college ruled

(no loose-leaf paper)
● Box of 24 count crayons
● ruler with centimeters on one side, inches

on other
● Pencil sharpener
● Pair of blunt scissors
● Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers

● Black or blue ball point pens (no gel ink)
● 2 1/2 inch pink eraser

Please keep in mind, the pencils and pens should
not have any “advertising or print” on them.
These supplies will be put in cloth backpacks
purchased through Trinity Church.  We encourage
donations to cover these ($28.00 per dozen), as
well as shipping costs of ($17.00 per dozen).
July & August are the school supply sale months.
Think of buying a box of notebooks (usually less
than $5), a group of items rather than one at a
time, or give to Trinity Missions money to buy what
is needed (your dollar can go farther with Trinity
because we have tax exempt status). We made
about 24 bags last year! Let’s try to do this again.
Wouldn’t that be a beautiful goal to strive for?
Thank you for your continued generosity for this
much needed program for kids.

Area Food Shelf of New Richland
AA meetings in New Richland  have resumed after
a long absence!  The meetings are Sundays, 7:00
PM at the food shelf building,101 Broadway
Avenue S.  Please enter at the green door on the
north side of the building.

New Richland Benevolence Fund
There is a New Richland Benevolence Fund that is
used to prevent utility shut offs or evictions for
residents of the 56072 zip code.  The biggest use of
the fund is to prevent water from being shut off to
homes with children.  If you would like to
contribute to the fund, please make a check out to
NR Benevolence Fund and either leave at church
or mail it to PO Box 186.
Thank you for the support!!

Need a prayer?
The daily devotional book for August & September
and the Lutheran Prayer book  are located on the
ledge by the window as you enter the worship
center. Please take one for yourself and for others
to help you start and end each day.

Attic Treasures for the Christmas Bazaar
Anyone wanting to donate attic treasures for the
Christmas Bazaar to contact Barb Wildgrube at
463-8454.
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News of our church family
Let us prayer for each other

Please keep the following friends & members of our
community of faith in your prayers of thanksgiving
or for comfort, peace and healing:  Vince Peterson,
Phyllis Shurson, Karen Koehler, (daughter of Laura
Truebenbach), Jedidiah Bisker (friend of Marlene
Tappe), Betty Berg, Bridgette Blowers, Karen
Warke, Shirley Tappe, Peggy Borchard, Bernie
Anderson, Shawn Davis, Jean Billing, Ronda
Staloch, Al Batt, Clyde Lundholm, Jill Anderson,
Sandra Schuette, Jewell Mendenhall, Connor
Weckwerth, Jeff Boelter, Shane Davis, Marge
Haddy, and those in care centers. Karen L.
Anderson, our missionary to Chile. Our three global
partners: Tanzania, Colombia, and South Sudan.

A friendly reminder
I wish to encourage all members of Trinity to call
me directly at home or on my cell phone if you are
in need of a pastoral call. Remember, I am only a
phone call away. I also encourage all members to
make use of our congregational Prayer Chain. We
are all here to serve in the name of our Lord Jesus.

Prayer Laps
These prayer laps are given to members who are
homebound or anyone who needs the comfort of
prayer. Contact Pastor Paul if you know someone
who could benefit from a mantle of love on their
lap.

Need A Prayer?
The daily devotional book for July, August, and
September, is located on the back table as you
enter the worship center. Please take one for
yourself and for others to help you find prayers to
help you start and end each day.

Happenings
Marriage Encounter Weekend

Visit www.marriages.org for additional
information or call 651.454.3238.

F.I.S.H.  (fun in serving Him)
Pastor Paul will contact you by email when FISH
will meet in August.

News from the Evangelical Lutheran
Church In America (ELCA).

Record number accept call to ELCA Young Adults
in Global Mission

CHICAGO – Ninety-six young adult volunteers from
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (EL-
CA) have accepted the call to serve with the ELCA's
Young Adults in Global Mission during the 2017-
2018 program year. This is a record number of vol-
unteers for the year-long program that
started in 1999 with eight young adults who
volunteered to serve in the United Kingdom.

Young Adults in Global Mission is an international
mission opportunity for young people from the ag-
es of 21 to 29 in which volunteers live and serve
with ELCA companion churches and partner
organizations around the world.

Country programs are in Argentina/Uruguay,
Australia, Cambodia, Central Europe,
Jerusalem/West Bank, Madagascar, Mexico, Rwan-
da, Senegal, Southern Africa, and the
United Kingdom. In addition to Hungary, the
Central Europe program will add a site in Serbia.

The young adults will depart for their year of
service Aug. 23.

For more information or to schedule an interview,
please contact Candice Hill Buchbinder at
Candice.HillBuchbinder@elca.org
or 773-380-2877.

Go to elca.org for more information about the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Funding Our Ministry
General Fund Balance

$ 

Need Offering Envelopes?
Please contact the church secretary, Connie
Enestvedt when you need more envelopes. If you
have any questions about your contributions,
please feel free to call Mary Berg, Financial
Secretary. Here is your chance to make a
significant gift to Trinity and also protect your
estate for your family, loved ones and other
organizations. Contact Terry Hansen to receive
more information about giving to Trinity.

Trinity Lutheran Endowment Fund
Here is your chance to make a significant gift to
Trinity and also protect your estate for your family,
loved ones and other organizations. Contact Terry
Hansen to receive more information about giving to
Trinity.
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Attended: Pastor Paul Andree, Brenda
Dobberstein, Eric Hendrickson, Kathy Meyer,
Carol Raimann

Excused: Bob Battenfeld, Chad Buendorf, Donna
Hanson, Julie Perkins, Tom Pautsch, Dave
Sandry, Tony Schlaak

Meeting called to order by Carol Raimann.

Motion made, seconded, and passed to accept the
June 2017 minutes as they were printed.

Motion made, seconded, and passed to accept the
June 2017 Financial Report.

Some discussion on how to handle the limited
funds for the general account.

Motion made, seconded, and passed to transfer
$21,000 from the Ameriprise Church account to
the general checking account to help cover
monthly operating expenses.

F.I.S.H. continues to go well. They meet at 10:30
every Wednesday that Pastor Paul is available.

•Plans are being made for Sunday School for Fall
of 2017. Julie Perkins is working on lining up
teachers.

•Youth Trip Summer 2018: The Ferber family is
helping to organize a houseboat trip. They will
start making plans in September of 2017. This is
for ages 7th grade through 12th grade. Up to 12
people can be on a boat.

• Pastor Paul is tentatively planning on attending
the CROSS+GEN LIFE TOUR, Explore the future of
faith formation in our church, which is July 25 in
Rochester.

• Church Maintenance Report: Items still to be
dealt with:

1. Water damage in front of elevator on ground
floor; water damage done on ceiling at landing
of east door; water damage done on wall in
table/chair storage room and outside the room.
Water damage in the lounge. Water damage to
carpets by elevator entrance and steps and
landing to the fellowship hall. Water damage at
top of steps going to the first level of the
education wing. Need to replace ceiling tile.

May need to replace insulation and some wood
throughout the ceiling of the flat roof.
2. The hand railing going from the sacristy to

the basement needs to be fixed.
3. Lightning rod is sliced at the steeple

• North Country Cooperative Foundation
(community solar energy for the church)- It was
decided that further information was needed.
Pastor Paul will see if they can give us a rough
estimate of our cost savings based on our last year
utilities bill.

•Wording to be considered for burial plots:

There is a maximum of three burials per lot, and
only one of these burials can be a casket. (The rest
or all three, being cremated remains.) There will
be an additional fee to help cover the cost of
perpetual care for the second and third burial as
follows:

•  2nd burial: Cost?
•  3rd burial:  Cost

**Right now we charge $300 per lot for members
and $500 for non-members. Cost of perpetual care
is Do we want to change this?

• Our Constitution needs to be updated. Pastor
Paul has a template from the Evangelical Lutheran
Church and has started working on it. Connie will
also keep adding to it.

• Stewardship Counters were lined up for the next
month.

•Pastor Paul will be attending Hope in Christ,
spirit-led process of discerning your congrega-
tion’s future, put on by the Southeastern
Minnesota Synod of the ELCA on July 25 at Aurora
Lutheran Church, in Owatonna.

•Attended the Southeastern Minnesota River
Pastor’s Spring retreat at the Mt Olivet Conference
and Retreat Center in Farmington on June 13-15.

Next regular meeting: August 9, 7:00 PM.
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