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Why do you come to worship? Can you put it
into words?

Here are the “Top Ten Reasons Why We
Worship” according to the book Worship
Matters. Please note that all the reasons begin
and end with WHO we worship: God!

10. Because God created us to love and serve and
 worship God. Worship is one of the ways that
 we both receive and return the deep love of
 God for the world.

9.  Because worship is one of the places in
 which we reliably encounter God. We
 Lutheran Christians believe that God really is
 with us doing good things for us when we
 gather in Jesus’ name. Every time. No matter
 what our moods are, no matter who is in the
 room, we encounter God.

8.  Because worship is where the church comes
 into being. No gathering—no church. In our
 worship, we are a visible sign of God’s
 activity in the world.

7.  Because God calls and leads us there. We
 believe God calls us together through the
 Holy Spirit. Coming to worship isn’t solely
 an act of willpower! It’s a sign that God is
 acting through your life.

6.  Because we are forgetful people. On Sunday
 we remember what we often forget: that we
 sin, and that God can and does forgive our
 sins. We remind each other of both the
 painful reality of our brokenness, and the
 remarkable forgiveness God pours into us
 and our world.

5.  Because God speaks to us. Through God’s
 word, song, the words of the preacher, or
 prayers, we hear God’s message of love and
 reconciliation.

4.  Because God feeds us at Jesus’ table with the
 very body and blood of Christ. In the Lord’s
 Supper, we become what we receive: the
 body of Christ for the world.

3.  Because the weekly pattern helps us come to
 know, over time, who God is and who we are.
 Week  after week, we learn from our ancestors,
 both Jewish and Christian, and we participate in
 worship practices that have been meaningful and
 helpful to Christians over time. We live and
 breathe the questions “Who am I?” “Who are
 we?” and “Who is God?”

2.  Because community helps. Although our culture
 may lead us to believe that spiritual life is a
 private, individual concern, the Christian
 tradition says no to this. We gather with people
 from all generations, people we know, people we
 wouldn’t normally choose to spend time with,
 people we don’t know, and sometimes people we
 don’t even like! We gather because through
 baptism, we are sisters and brothers in Christ.

1.  Because when we open ourselves to experience
 God’s presence in worship, we also open
 ourselves to experience God’s presence in our
 day-to-day lives. God is always at work in our
 lives. Worship helps us “tune in” to how God is
 working through us, with us, for us, and
 sometimes in spite of us!

May you be blessed through worship, as you bless
others through being part of worship.

Pastor Paul

From Worship Matters:
An Introduction to Worship. Jennifer Baker-Trinity,
Erik Christensen, Callista Isabelle, Christian
Scharen, Miriam A.F. Schmidt, and Paul E. Walters.
Augsburg Fortress, 2012

Reflections



When Should I Notify Pastor
Paul

Non-emergency:
Call or email Pastor Paul

465-3635(church)
456-7973(cell)

paandree@hickorytech.net) when:

● Your family information
has changed

● Your address, phone num-
ber, email address has
changed

● You’re having a baby
● You’ve had your baby
● You (or a family member)

want to be baptized
● You have a question
● You’re going away for

longer than a couple of
weeks

● You’ve been away, but
now are back

● You become engaged and
want to set a wedding  date

● You are having a problem,
and you want to talk

● You want to be connected
with some of our minis-
tries (food shelf, Sunday
School, servant groups,
book group, etc.)

● You want to talk about
what God is doing in your
life

● You are going to the hos-
pital

● You are in the hospital
● You need a special prayer

(we can even pray over the
phone)

● You just want to say hello!

● Emergency: Call Pastor
Paul’s cell phone (507
456-7973) when:
● Someone you care for is

in the Intensive Care
Unit or is suddenly hos-
pitalized

● Someone you care for is
very ill, having a mental
health crisis, or dying

Quarum was declared: Adryn Peterson, Troy Buendorf, Jenny Thomp-
son, Eric Henderickson, Kathy Meyer, Carol Raimann, Dave Sandry,
Brenda Dobberstein, Vanessa Ziemke, and Pastor Paul Andree.
Excused: Curt Krause, Tom Pautsch,

Meeting called to order by Adryn Peterson.

Motion made, seconded, and passed to accept the April 2016 minutes as
they were printed.

Motion made, seconded, and passed to accept the April financial report
as presented.

Education & Youth Report:
● The Education & Youth Committee met before this council meet-

ing to plan for Sunday School for the fall of 2016. Tentative plans
are to offer Sunday School for grades K-2 and continue FISH for
grades 3-6. The committee will meet with parents one more time,
before the fall to finalize plans.

● The committee is also looking at revising the requirements for
confirmation students. More discussion on this in June.

● The contract for Summer Bible Camp with Good Earth Village was
sent. At this time it does not look like there will be enough partici-
pants to meet the minimum requirements. A final decision will be
made by the end of May.

Property and Management Report:
● The Contract with Karr Tuck Pointing has been signed.
● Pastor Paul presented a letter with that will be sent out to all

church members requesting donations for the roofing and tuck
pointing project.

● Pew Cushions are still on back order.

Stewardship Report:
● Dave Sandry presented information on Vanco Payment Solutions

that would make it possible for members to make donations to
the church online.

● Motion made, seconded, and passed to approve using Vanco to
etup an online giving account.

● •Motion made, seconded, and passed to update the signature
permissions for the Ameriprise Account, with Terry Hansen as the
account manager.

Pastors Report:
●  Attended MN River Conf. Pastors’ meeting at St. John Luth.

Church,  Waseca on 4/19
● Attended the NRCC Advisory Board Meeting
● Conducted worship services at Whispering Oaks in Ellendale, 4/29
● Attended “A Global Ministry Celebration” at Good Earth Village on

5/1
● Conducted worship services at Ecumen, Country Neighbors &

NRCC on 5/5
● •Conducted funeral for Carol Battenfeld on 5/7

Next meeting: June 8, 7:00 PM.
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Lord, we thank you for
the food before us,
the friends beside us,
the love between us,
and your presence among us.
Amen.

1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all
the Earth.

2 Worship the Lord with gladness;
come into his presence with sing-
ing.

3 Know that the Lord is God.
It is he that made us, and we are
his; we are his people, and the
sheep of his Pasture.

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise. Give
thanks to him, bless his name.

5 For the Lord is good; his steadfast
love endures forever, and his faith-
fulness to all generations.

 Prayer
Announcements

● Congratulations to Dalen Ferber who graduated
from Winona State University on May 6th.

● Open House Graduation Reception for Hailey
Schuller. Please join us in celebrating on Sunday
June 5th, 4-8 PM at my home:  509 2ND ST SW,
New Richland.

● Congratulations to Justen Purdie & Michelle Da-
vis who were married on May 21 at Bemidji.  Par-
ents: Dave & Lana Purdie, Jodie & Kevin Puranke

● Congratulations to Tyler & Kelsey Pederson on
the birth of their daughter, Olivia Grace Pederson,
who was born on May 22.

● Livia Killion, daughter of Nick & Kezia and was
baptized on May 15. Grandparents are Becca &
Brian Solberg.

● Our sympathy to Bob Battenfeld as he mourns
the death of his wife Carol who died on May 3,
2016

● Our sympathy to Lila Rasmussen and her family
as they mourn the death of her daughter, Joyce
Hanson, who died on May 23.
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All Day Summer Camp at Trinity!
Good Earth Village, an ELCA Bible Camp, located
at Spring Valley, MN,  is bringing Summer Camp
to Trinity!

  Join us June 19-23,  with their On The Road All
Day Summer Camp!

This summer day camp program for chil-
dren currently in Kindergarten through 5th
Grades, with programs from  9:00 a.m –
4:00 p.m. (Mon-Thurs) with optional early
drop off at 8:00 am and optional late pick
up at 5:00 p.m.   This was a Big success
last year and Trinity is excited to have them
back.  Trinity will give each youth a $50.00
scholarship to attend day camp.

Programs are led by our highly trained, car-
ing staff. Good Earth Village is accredited
by the American Camping Association
(ACA) and is affiliated with the ELCA.

The Policy of Good Earth Village Bible
Camp is not to turn away any potential
camper because of financial need.  Schol-
arship funds are available if needed.  A de-
posit of $30.00 per camper is required to
reserve a space.

Final payments are due 6/5/16.  Contact
Pastor Paul for registration and payment

Summer Camp at Good Earth Village!
Summer camp registrations are open, with programs for all ages. One new program
Is Grandcamp for Grandparents & grandkids! Brochures are available in the entryway
or go to http://goodearthvillage.org

Lutheran World Relief
Thank you to all of you who gave the gift of your
time, sewing skill, fabric, thread, cash, personal care
supplies and soap. On May 14, we sent 207 quilts, 63
personal care kits, and 80 bars of soap to LWR.

The quilting group meets Monday mornings at 9:00
a.m. You are welcome to join them.



News from Karen Anderson, an ELCA missionary in Chile, who we financially support.

Dear Supporting Congrega-
tions – Blessings and Greet-
ings from Chile!
 .
On a warm summer afternoon in
January, breezes filled the air
with the sweet aromas of the
nearby sea. Six women stood up
to sing before a full house at the
Lutheran congregation of Comu-
nidad Renacer, in Boca Sur. The
tune was simple; its lyrics about
giving thanks. One could be ex-
cused for seeing this as a sim-
plistic expression of sentiment
for this occasion. This Sunday,
the small church was hosting a
score of visitors from nine differ-
ent countries who were attending
the EPES International Escuela.
But by the end, this humble song
inspired a moment of deep con-
nection among all those in atten-
dance. The women shared their
gratitude in the languages of
their people — in Shona (Zimba-
bwe), Kisii (Kenya), Swahili (Ke-
nya), Twi (Ghana), English and
Spanish.   Escuela 2016 partici-
pant Bethany M. Waggoner
shares her impressions.

I hope this paragraph entices
you to read the entire May EPES
Update  which  features
our International Training Pro-
gram, or the "Escuela" as we call
it.  In January, we ran our 7th
Escuela with participants from 9
countries. It was our first totally
bilingual program. On pages 2
and 3 you can meet some of
the participants and see how
they are bringing the learning
home. We have now had
130 participants from 18 coun-
tries and 8 Lutheran churches
participate in our international
training program.

I hope you enjoy the Update and
will  share  it  with  your
congregations.  I would love to
hear from you! We are very busy

here at EPES - we have a nutri-
tion health promoter program in
process, a leadership workshop
on violence against women start-
ing soon, a new anti tobacco
campaign and a million other
activities. We will soon be de-
signing and implementing a pro-
gram for the Chilean Ministry of
Health to train Community Health
Agents for public clinics through-
out Chile. It is a big opportunity
and a huge challenge.

As  a  member  of
the Diakonic Commission of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Chile, I helped organize a meet-
ing in early April of members of
all of our congregations and rep-
resentatives of social ministries
from throughout Chile.  We re-
flected together on the Lutheran
World  Federation
document,  Diakonia in
Context: Transformation, Rec-
onciliation, Empowerment.
The document discusses the spi-
ral of hopelessness that exists in
our globalized world in both afflu-
ent societies, as well as in places
of extreme poverty.  But, the au-
thors point out, ...in the same
manner, suffering may be allevi-
ated where spirals of hope cre-
ate space for care, solidarity and
commitment to justice, and for
the love in Christ that “never
ends” and “bears all things, be-
lieves all things, hopes all things,
endures all things.” (1 Corinthi-
ans 13:7-8).
Wishing you many blessings
as we work together to create
spirals of hope in a suffering
world! Gracias for your loving
support which makes our work
possible.
Abrazos and blessings,
Karen

Link to the Lutheran World Fed-
eration document here:

https://www.lutheranworld.org/co
ntent/diakonia-context-
transformation-reconciliation-em-
powerment

The May 2016 financial state-
ment will be in your mailbox on
June 15.

$ - 28,661.04

NEED OFFERING
ENVELOPES?
Please contact the church secre-
tary, Connie , when you need
more envelopes. If you have any
questions about your
contributions, please feel free to
call Mary Berg, Financial Secre-
tary.

Trinity Lutheran Church
Endowment Fund
Here is your chance to make a
significant gift to Trinity and al-
so protect your estate for your
family, loved ones and other or-
ganizations. Contact Dawn Hal-
gren @ 465-8019 to receive more
information about giving to
Trinity.

Give to Trinity Online
To participate in online giving,
visit givemn.org and at the top
of the page, click “donate”, in
the search box type, New Rich-
land, and click the search box.
Then click on the Minnesota
map above Trinity Lutheran
Church, New Richland. You may
also contact Corrine Schuller at
507- 461-1007 or Pastor Paul to
get assistance in signing up.
Thank you, The Church Council
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The daily devotional book for
April, May and June and the
Lutheran Prayer book  Are locat-
ed on the back table as you enter
the worship center. Please take
one for yourself and for others to
help you  find prayers to help you
start and end each day.

Please remember these members
and friends and their caregivers
by praying for them, sending
them a card, note or remem-
brance, or just a friendly hello:
Audrey Jensen, Herman
Westrich, Jewell Mendenhall,
Connor Weckwerth, Fay Gora, Jeff
Boelter,  IELCO (our companion
church in Colombia) our brothers
and sisters in the Central Diocese
of Tanzania, Rev. Wal Reat and all
who are helping to build the Lu-
theran church in South Sudan,
Lambi LutheranHospital in Tanza-
nia, our mission partner, Karen L.
Anderson, who serves in Chile,
the missionary we partially sup-
port.

These prayer laps are given to members who are
homebound or anyone who needs the comfort of
prayer. Contact Pastor Paul if you know someone
who could benefit from a mantle of love on their
lap.



June 2016
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4

Graduation reception
C J Schiltz   4-8 pm

5

Worship 9:00 am

Graduation 2:00 pm

Hailey Schuller
Graduation Recep-

tion 4-8 pm

6

Quilting 9:00 am

7

AFSNR 3:00 - 6:30

8 9 10 11

12

Worship 9:00 am

13

Quilting 9:00 am

14 15 16 17 18

19

Worship 9:00 am

20

Quilting 9:00 am

21

AFSNR 3:00 - 6:30

22 23 24 25

26

Worship 9:00 am

27

Quilting 9:00 am

28 29 30

ON THE ROAD - Good Earth Village 9-4


