
Mark Your Calendars!
Lent begins March 1

Ash Wednesday: March 1
6:30 PM Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes

Mid-Week Worship and Fellowship:
March 8-April 5

6:30 PM worship and video, He Chose the Nails by Max Lucado.
Holy Week: April 9-15

Easter Sunday:
April 16 The Church Season of Lent

Lent begins on March 1.

     Lent has 40 days, not counting Sundays (Sundays are always a
mini-celebration of Easter each week), the same length as the days
Jesus spent in the wilderness where he fasted and was tempted by the
devil at the beginning of his public ministry.

Midweek Lenten Worship Services
    The Wednesdays following Ash Wednesday, we will worship and
show the video, He Chose the Nails by Max Lucado. When Jesus took
his last breath, did he secure salvation for humanity or perpetrate
history's biggest hoax? Travel to Golgotha with  Lucado and decide
for yourself. With his characteristic insight, Lucado examines the
extraordinary circumstances surrounding Christ's crucifixion and
explains why the cross is central to our own search for significance.

Session Titles:
1. He Chose to Be one of Us, 15 minutes, March 8
2. He Chose to Forgive Us, 16 minutes, March 15
3. He Chose to Invite us into his Presence, 15 minutes
4. He Chose to Love Us Forever, 16 minutes
5. He Chose to Give Us Victory, 18 minutes

The Monthly Newsletter of Trinity Lutheran Church, ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America)
God’s Work/Our Hands

• February 26 - 1:30 pm
 Groove 4 Food Live
 Music Benefit for the
 AFSNR

● March 5 -  9 am
 worship  with Holy
 Communion

• March 12 - 9 am
 worship  with Holy
 Communion and
 Sunday School

• March 19 - 9 am
 worship and  Sunday
 School

• March - 26 am worship
and Sunday  School

Sunday School will be held every
Sunday, except the first Sunday of
the month.
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Youth News
Camp Registration is Open! Good Earth Village (GEV)
www.goodearthvillage.org (507) 346-2494 HALF WEEK
OPTION FOR EACH AGE GROUP One hour and 30
minutes from Trinity. Register by 3/16/17 code
EARLY17! And  Save 10%. Siblings receive a 15%
discount with code SIBLING17!

2017 Summer Theme: “The Table is Set” The scene is
familiar. Chairs are filled and conversation begins, while a
group of people share a tasty meal together. The table is
set for community, for sharing, and for listening. This
Summer, GEV’s community is ready for rich conversa-
tion. We’ll talk about dining with a stranger or sinner,
about the gifts we have to feed our communities, the
Lord’s table and the abundance we receive. Along with
your favorite camp programs, 2017 brings new
opportunities to Explore, Grow, and Engage! DOES A
HALF-WEEK PROGRAM WORK BETTER FOR
YOUR FAMILY? WE’RE EXCITED TO OFFER ONE
FOR EACH AGE GROUP! In the summer of 2017,
experience a unique community of believers called to love
each member as their wacky self. Come, build up
friendships and leave for home with a strengthened spirit.
Join us; The Table is Set.

FISH  (fun in serving Him)
Pastor Paul needs someone to make the snack for the kids
so this program can start again. It is for youth in grades
3-6 and meets every Wednesday, after school, for one
hour, at the church.  Please  contact Pastor Paul if you can
do this.

Screening and Discussion
Rick Steves’ Luther and the Reformation Sunday, March
12  after worship The year 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation. To help those interested
understand the whats, hows, and whys of it all, Rick
Steves recently produced a public television special called
Rick Steves’ Luther and the Reformation.

Luther and the Reformation weaves the story of Luther
into the wider sweep of history, dealing candidly with
Luther’s human foibles and weaknesses as well as his
authenticity and passion for the gospel. The film also
sheds light on other reformers, like Erasmus and Francis
Xavier, who worked for change but stayed loyal to the
Roman Catholic Church. Concerning the project, Steves
has written, “From our modern point of view, a monk
translating the Bible into German may seem like no big
deal. But to imagine it from the perspective of Jan Hus—
the Czech reformer who tried to accomplish some of what
Luther did a century earlier, but failed and was burned at
the stake—that’s our challenge. To explain the courage
(and public relations brilliance) of Luther, 500 years ago,

standing up to power—a simple monk defying the
emperor and the pope—gives the story extra punch.” Join
Pastor Paul after worship in the Fellowship Hall on
Sunday, March 12 to watch the film (55 minutes).

I am writing this letter to give Rhonda’s and my personal
“thank you” to each and everyone who prayed for us and
gave us your thoughts, sent cards and whatever else you
could have possibly done to help us through the  difficult
time we have had since I broke my femur by my hip on
November 22 coming to church. Rhonda and I are so
grateful for family, friends, prayer chains, cards, flowers,
encouragement, phone calls, visits, chauffeurs and all the
things  that everyone and anyone does for you. Words can
not express our thoughts. We are so very fortunate to
know each and every one of you.

We know that the power of prayer really works. We thank
God for bringing the great doctors and hospitals into our
lives. Living in a community where people are so con-
cerned and are so willing to give you a helping hand is a
great gift. So we again give our thanks to each and every-
one.

I am not at 100% yet. I go for therapy at the Waseca Hos-
pital twice a week to get my muscles stronger in my leg.

I started back at church on February 16, 2017.

Pastor Paul and Rhonda Andree

Got questions about church? Wonder what it means to be
a follower of Christ in our changing world? Want to hear
from people in the trenches making changes and lasting
impacts on their congregations and communities? Then
there is a Learning Event FOR YOU! Join the
conversation the afternoon of May 6th at the 2017
Southeastern Minnesota Synod Assembly and leave filled
with the Spirit and more equipped to follow Christ into
this changing world. Find out more and register at:
http://semnsynod.org/2017workshops/

www.goodearthvillage.org
www.goodearthvillage.org
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News of our church family
We encourage you to share in the times of joy
and sorrow with fellow members of God’s family
at Trinity.

“Go therefore, and make disciples of the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” - Matthew 28:19

● February 12 - Easton David Isder, son of
Josiah & Bonnie Isder

Life events such as illness, accidents, or death don’t hap-
pen on a schedule. If you (or a family member) face an
emergency and are in need of pastoral care, please con-
tact Pastor Paul on his cell phone: 507-456-7973. This
number is also  included in the church office’s voicemail
greeting. Please note that Pastor Paul does not check the
office voicemail After 5:00 PM, so any message left after
5:00 PM  (Monday-Friday), may not be picked
up until Monday.

Please keep the following friends & members of our
community of faith in  your prayers of
thanksgiving or for comfort, peace, and healing: Al Batt,
Clyde Lundholm, Pastor Paul, Marie Querna, Jill Ander-
son, Sandra Schuette, Jewell Mendenhall, Connor Weck-
werth, Fay Gora, Jeff Boelter, Charlene Meyer, Shane
Davis, Marge Haddy, Karen L. Anderson, our Missionary

to Chile. Our brothers and sisters in Colombia and South
Sudan and those in care centers.

Please contact the church secretary, Connie
Enestvedt when you need more envelopes. If you have
any questions about your contributions, please feel free to
call Mary Berg, Financial
Secretary.

Giving to the endowment fund is a great way to make a
financial gift that will last. The endowment fund gives
financial support from the interest, so your contribution
will continue to provide support for years to come. Support
for capital improvements, scholarships or grants, and
outreach. The fund cannot be used for the operating
budget, unless authorized in the gift. The Endowment
Fund gives us the opportunity to respond to God’s call to
fulfill our mission to Love, Transform and Serve.  Contact
Brandon Wayne or Dawn Halgren.

mailto:davepurdie63@yahoo.com
mailto:davepurdie63@yahoo.com
mailto:trinluth@hickorytech.net
mailto:trinluth@hickorytech.net


The Board of Directors of the Area Food Shelf of New
Richland is pleased to announce that the Minnesota Food-
Share March Campaign is just around the bend.  This year
the campaign will be kicked off on February 26 and
extend through April 2.  We hope that all the Churches
and Congregations will be joining us in this annual effort
to raise stock and funds to have our food shelf run for the
rest of 2017.

Our goal this year is to raise $25,000.00 in money and/or
food.  We will start our campaign on February 26 with the
annual Groove for Food at Trinity Lutheran Church at
1:30 p.m.  This year we plan to have two groups for
entertainment along with the silent auction.  Silent auction
will have the time for individuals to bid before the
program, them a period between performances and then
the announcement of winners at the end of the second
performance.  We are asking each congregation to donate
a basket to auction off, plus address if anyone has a
special  auction item to call Pam and Larry Goehring at
507 461 9353 or 952 649 7579 to arrange getting the item
registered.

The AFSNR performers will present their skit at Trinity
on Sunday, March 5.

Thank you for your time and especially the efforts that
have been given to supporting the Area Food Shelf of
New Richland.
Larry Goehring,
President – AFSNR
Phone 507-463-3421
Cell 507-461-9253

Health Kits
We are going to assemble in April Personal Care Kits that
give people around the world tools to stay healthy in life’s
most challenging situations.  Our goal is to assembly 25
Kits. We need are 40 bars of Soap (4 oz., any brand, in
original wrapping) and 25 light-weight bath-size
towels(20” X 40” to 52” X 27”), dark color recommend-
ed.  We have the other items: combs, nail clippers, and
toothbrushes.  We will accept cash donations. Deadline is
mid-April so we can assemble the kits by the end of April.
In the month of May we will take them to First Lutheran
Church, Albert Lea to be shipped overseas.  There is a
basket under the ledge at the top of the stairs for the bars
of soap.

Gustavus Adolphus College
Building Bridges Conference—March 4, 2017
Topic: Uprooting Injustice, fostering the growth of
grassroots movements. Tickets can be ordered at
gustavustickets.com or by calling 507-933-7590.
Step Up—March 9, 2017 A leadership development
resource for high school youth. Students will be
introduced to college level concepts of leadership that will
help them develop a stronger personal plan for continuing
to grow as a leader. For more information, go to
www.gustavus.edu/churchrelations/setup. $40 includes
lunch and a t-shirt. 9 am—3:30 PM

Leading Together
The Southeastern Minnesota Synod is in the process of
raising $215,000. The dollars will be distributed as fol-
lows:

● South Sudan: $110,000
● Tanzania: $35,000
● SAS/LEAD: $50,000
● Ministry Partners: $20,000

You are invited to join the growing group of supporters
who provide gifts directly to the synod to further the
mission and ministry of the Southeastern Minnesota
Synod. Together, we are equipping congregations and
leaders to follow Jesus into a changing world. Thank
you for your partnership! Contact Pastor Paul if you
would like to make a difference.

Thank you Thrivent Members! Thank you for selecting
Trinity Lutheran Church to receive your Choice
Dollars®! In 2016, Trinity received $ 475.00 in charitable
outreach funding from Thrivent. Thank you for making a
positive impact in our community! If you haven’t yet
allocated all of your 2016 Choice Dollars®, you have
until March 31 to do so at www.Thrivent.com.
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Minutes of the February 8, 2017 Council Meeting
Quorum declared: Bob Battenfeld, Brenda Dobberstein, Donna
Hanson, Eric Hendrickson, Kathy Meyer, Carol Raimann,
Dave Sandry, Tony Schlaak

Excused: Chad Buendorf, Julie Perkins, Paul Andree

Visitor: Pastor Espe

Meeting called to order by Curt Krause.

New Members were welcomed: Bob Battenfeld, Chad Buen-
dorf, Donna Hanson, Julie Perkins, Tony Schlaak

2017 Council Appointments:
● President: Carol Raimann
● Vice President: Chad Buendorf (pending his acceptance)
● Secretary: Kathy Meyer

Curt Krause dismissed himself and Carol Raimann continued
to conduct the meeting as the new Church Council President.

Committee Members were established:
● Education & Youth: Brenda Dobberstein, Julie Perkins

(tentatively)
● Property & Management: Tony Schlaak, Eric Hendrick-

son, Chad Buendorf (tentatively),
● Worship and Evangelism: Kathy Meyer, Bob Battenfeld,

Donna Hanson
● Stewardship: Carol Raimann, Dave Sandry
● Endowment Fund Board: Dave Sandry (will look for one

more person next meeting)
● Pastor Parish Relations: Postponed appointing anyone

until next meeting

Motion made, seconded, and passed to accept the January 2017
minutes as they were printed.

Motion made, seconded, and passed to accept the January fi-
nancial report as presented.

Education & Youth Report:
● Some discussion on the process for lining up Sunday

School teachers for Pre-K-2nd grade and the need to get a
consistent plan in place.

● Care packages for all college youth and those serving in
the military will be assembled on Sunday, March 5. Con-
nie sent out an email to parents in the congregation and
Kathy is collecting names of people to donate.

● Students will be confirmed on April 30. Stoles will need
to be made.

Property and Management Report:
● Roofing and tuck pointing projects are planned to start

this spring. Adryn Peterson has agreed to help oversee
these projects even though he is no longer on council.

Worship & Evangelism Report:
● Several people met last Sunday to choose a new video

series for the Lent season, which starts March 1.

Stewardship Report:
● Stewardship Counters are lined up for the next month.

Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign: Begins February
26-April 1. We will have a special offering for this on March 5.

Pastor’s Report: Given by Pastor Espe
● Pastor Paul has his next doctor appointment of February

15, and hopes to be cleared to return to work with maybe
a few restrictions. Pastor Espe expects his last worship
service will be on Sunday, February 12.

● Pastor Espe has continued to teach confirmation classes
and hopes that Pastor Paul will be back to teach by Feb.
22.

Next regular meeting: March 8, 7:00 PM.
Minutes of the 2016 Annual Meeting January 22, 2017

President Curt Krause called the meeting to order in the
name of the  Father, Son and Holy Ghost at 10:15 a.m..
Motion to approve agenda was made by Terry Hanson,
second by Adryn Peterson.  Motion carried.
President Curt Krause shared some of the Pastoral Acts
conducted  during 2016.  Pastor Paul talked about his re-
covery and what they had been doing in FISH before his
fall.
No discrepancies reported in the audit.  Mary Berg was
recognized for doing a great job.
Nominating Committee Report was given by Curt
Krause.  He announced Donna Hanson, Julie Perkins,
Tony Schlaak, Bob Battenfeld and Chad Buendorf as
nominees for TLC council members.  Unanimous vote
welcomed these new council members.
Endowment report was given by Terry Hansen. He made
note that a  deposit of $10,000 was made on behalf of
Harold and Bonita Ackmann.
Old business-Adryn talked about the tuck pointing and
roof project.  Trinity is first on the list this spring for the
tuck pointing.  Once the tuck pointing is done then the

roof project can start.  The roofing contractor that gave
original estimate has retired but the person who has been
his business partner will honor the bid.  Needs to be OK's
by council.  Also in old business the shoveling of the
sidewalks was brought up. The  person who is removing
the snow from the sidewalks uses a plow and that packs
the snow down and makes ice.
 New Business-No new business
Pam Goehring talked on behalf of the food shelf.  She
said their new building is ready and they will be moved
by the end of February.  She also stated the food shelf
had donated around $11,000.00 to Trinity since the open-
ing of the food shelf.
Proposed Budget- A motion to approve the proposed
budget was made by Adryn Peterson, second by Dean
Buendorf.  Motion carried.
Dean Buendorf thanked Pastor Espe for helping Trinity
through Pastor Paul's recovery.  A round of applause was
given.
Motion to adjourn made by Terry Hansen, second by
Gordy Hanson. Motion carried.  Meeting closed with The
Lord's Prayer.
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